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United States, landing at Cleveland, Ohio, in 1856, where he remained eightcen months, after which he went
10 Canada, where he remained six years, at the end of which time he came to Bt. Cliir County, Mich., and set-
tled in Section T8 in the township of Buonet, with his purents, where he remained until he was eighteen years
of wge; be then acted as engineer in o saw mill during the sammer for twelve seasons, working in the lamber
woods during tiie winter season. At the end of this time he returned to his present furm, where he has since
resided. radsing grain and stock; he js Tressurer of School Dixtrict No. 8; he 130 mewsber of the ovder of the
Grange; he also sssistal in organizing the Lutheran Churel. In 1873, he was inurried to Miss Rachael Wag-

oner, of Germany,  They have two children—Minude and Charles.  Mr. Miller is a noble specimen of our .

German friends, being a sober, induastrious, fragal and estimable citizen, and in every respect u sell-niade man,
He s the thivd son of the late Chaeles Mibler, wlio was born jn Germauny in 182},and emigrated to the United
States in 1856, amd settled in Ohio for a short time and (e weut to Cuada, where he remuabned six years, at
the ewd of which time be came to St Clair County, Mich., utl entered und improved a furms on which he
Hved untit his deadl, which scearred in 1980; he was o mensber of the Lutheran Chuvel, Mr Churles Miller
was married to Miss Mary Houts, of Germany, by whom he had four ehildren—Charles, Joseph, Fred amd
Chiristophier,  His wife died in the passage 1o this countey; be married for Lis seeond wite Miss Sophia Good-
ceniut, of Geroany, by whom he also bad four children—Williawm, Mary, Anuoie and Hevmun,

JOFEN O'CONNOR, farmer, Seetion 21, PO, Bannel, was born in Irckand, in 1831, AL the awe of four-
feen years, lie eingrated with his parents to Canadin, where he Tocated b Strothroy, and lived theee till he
was wenty-two years of age, U which time e came to the United Stag - leeating on his preseut howe of
20 acres, whicli he hus opewed up; e has 100 acres under cwdtivation: is a geain and stock farmer. Mr,
O’ Conar lias s been o contructor, having built a wagon road for the State, anl also spent some portion of
his thine in the Inmber Dusiness. Mro O'Connor iz a gentlenun of culture and Hine feelings, and has aitied
largels in buikding up sehoels aad olher educstionad opportsuigsics, e was mareied fo Miss Cutharine She-
b, of Tredasd, in 1858, nd has nioe ebihlren—>Xaey AL, Jumes, Hebeosa, Hinnah, Loulsa,  Michal, Joln,
Fabwiend sond Williie, Mro 0'Connor is o gentheman of fine attsinments, busivess quulities anl unsworving
isleerity, an ornnment W any conununity and an honored eitizen of his adopted countey,  Heis also extrente-
Iy gendad and kindly in disposition, and his hospitality, like that of most sell maude new, is proverbisl,

JOUN I RYAN, propricter of Emonet House, anwd faemer, was born in Springfichd, L, in 18525 was
paisead on o Farne and received o diberal education, At the age of twenty-one e Dogae working on railvoad as
foreman on construetion, at whieh he continted seven years in Ohio; was then fonr years in same business
in Michigan.  AMre, Ryan look chavge of the Bnunet House January U, 1883 Me. Ryan wus treasurer of the
Temperance Society four yenrs ; is 0 member of St Patriek’s Society.  Owns an eighity-aere furm, which be
improved,  Wus murried to Mrs, Galliger, of Bmmet, Mich,, Junuary &, 18885 Mrs. Hyan is a graduate of the
high school of Detroit.

GEORGE VAN ORMAN, lumberman and farmer, Section 1, P, O. Brockway, is a native of La Colle,
Lower Canatddu, and was horn April 28, 1847 ; his pureuts came 1o this county and settled i the town of Brock-
way, when he wus only eleven years okl.  Wlhen he was seventeen, he went to work in o saw-mill, and the
fn}fm\'ing year enlisted in Company K, Second Michigan Cavalry, and served fourteen wmonths, and was dis-
charged on account of sickness, Kfter the wur, worked in the mill and on the river. Has been in this mill
most of the time for the past twenty years, and has run the mill for several years past.  Also owns the farm
where he lives.  In 1867, he married Miss Julia Burnham, a native of this State; they have four children—
1Terbert H., Fred, Charlie and Rufus.

NATHAN VAN ORMAN, farmer, Scction 1, P. Q. Brockway, is n native of New York Btate, nnd was
born November 4, 1832, His parents, Jacoh and Sarnh Van Orman, removed to Canada during his early boy-

hood, and he grew up in the upper and lowoer provinces. He came to this county in 1856, and settled at

Brockway, and worked in s saw-mill several years, e afterward entered a store s clerk, and remained
there several years, He then settled on the place where he now lives. It was all covered with timber. He
cleared the land and made his farm, and since then has resided here and engaged in farming; owns 100 acres
of land. Has held school oflices many years. In 1861, he marricd Miss Mary Ann Shannon, & native of
Watertown, N. Y. They have three children—Chester, Agnes and Arthar. They lost one daughier, Alice,

JOHN WALTZ, farmer, Section 19, P. O, Capac, was horn in Romeo, Mich., in 1857, aud was rcared as &
shoemulker. . At the age of twenty-four years, he started ag o farmer on his own account, opening up a farm
of 120 arres, and has also eighty of timber. He wns married to Miss Matilda Grant, of Canada, Mr, Waltz

is & young man of great energy, a faithful representative of these who build up all sections of our country -

worth living in, and has bright and flattering prospects before him.

RILEY TOWNSHID.

ILEY Township was.settled by the Otchipwes of the Riley band of Indians originally. In
. 18365, the Awerican land buyers focked thither to purchase the United States lands then
bronght under notice. In 1835, the Wells, Mansfields and others located on the southern limits
of 1heo town and wmst be considered the pioneers of Riley, Tho oqualized valuation of real
und persounl property, in 1882, was $177,250. The popalation in 1845 was 234; in 1850, 811;
in 18OE, BUB; in 1804, 1,075; and in dune, 1880, 2,002, The avea of the township is 23,800
#aeres; number of school eliildron, HUG,
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Waldo Comstock, P. 8. Cross Estate, J. B. Flanagan, Abner Gould,
13, M. Ifagedon, Lmeian 1lowe, 13, AL Luee, Jerauld Biller, George Me-
Dougall, Justin Rice {agent stockhiolders Uen. Gratiot), Sanborn, Gil-
lett & Company, 0. C. Thompson, Kdward Wade, Wells, Cooper &
Company, Zopher Wright and K. P. Viekery,

The following were assessed as resident taxpayers with property not
villuge lols, althongh in many eases the land is now within the city
liits:

See. 10 Riee & Barber, Sanborn & Swith, John M. Wade.

See, 20 J, 8, Kouhall, G, 19 Beynton.

Sees 21 Johin Randall, 8. Thadin, Michael Hand, John Applegate.
See. 2 W, B, Clark, 1L Whitcomb,

See, 29 James ML Geel

Soe, $00 I & . Havder,

See. 31 Carvlisle,

See, 320 John Moores,

Population statisties: 1830, 376; 1837, 824; 1840, 1,113; 1850, T185;
1560, 14005 1870, 8825 1830, L010; 1890, 1,407; 1900, 1,665; 1910,
108,

Suapervisors: 1827, Martin Pecking; 1828, Jereminh Harrmglon;
1820.82, Jolin Kenelly ; 1833, John Doran; 183, Ralph Wadbans, 1835,
Jubn Kenelly; 1836, Cunnmitggs Sauboru; 18587, bra Povtery 153541,
County Comnissioners; 1812, John 3, Theath; 18103, Poler B Brakoe-
ity L8EL dolin 80 Pheathy (345 60 Peter DU Brakenang P=d7, Joln
Phor; 1848, Jolin Wells; 184950, Joseph 17, Minnie; 1857-9, Alex )
Ashley ; 1860-4, James Demavest; 1865, Alex W. Clark; 1866-80, Jumes
Demarest; 1881, Johin .. Newell; 18825, Gage M. Cooper; 188%-95,
Chades A, Bailey; 1896-08, DPeter Schweitzer; 190911, Charles A,
Bailey.

RiLeY

This township-—town 6 north, range 14 east—was detached from the
township of Clyde and organized by act of March 6, 1838. It was named
for John Riley, the half-breed Chippewa Indian who lived for several
vears on the reservation at Port Huron, and was in the habit of going
regularly to the woods in what is now Riley township for making maple
sugar and for hunting. In Oectober, 1836, the same year the Indian
Reservation at Port Huron, upon which John Riley lived, was bought by
the United States. Riley's father bought the sonthwest quarter of sec-
tion 27 in this township and a few days later gave to John a life lease
of it nt the rental of 6 cents yearly. «It is said that John opened a store
hut exlended too mueh eredit to his white friends with the resnlt that
lie lost his goods, and money, and first mortgage and then sold his prop-
erfy.

Bolle river runs southeasterly through the township, and the ineor-
porated village of Mewphis lies partly in seclion 35 and partly in the
adioining township of Riclhmond, in Macomb  county. The Almont

S




764 HISTORY OF 8T. CLAIR COUNTY.

gence than the full Indian,  He, with many of his tribe, made annnal visits to the woods near

the village, for the purpose of making muple sugar, coning in I'obruary or Maveh and return.
ing whew the season was over.  In the spring of 1836, he came carly for this purpose, and one

preasant Smeday, as he wonld not allow uny work to bo done that diy, ho fook & walk in the

wools, - aceompanicd by a boy.  Cowming upon a barge hotlow fog which bad the appeuar-

ance of heimg the home of gome animal, he said to the boy, “adbs.co-in, Hash-a-pan!?  {Jolm!
iwraceoon} diveeting the hoy to crawl in tho log anil investigate.  'Tho voung :Lbs-eo-in soon
cinne ont - with preat speed shouling mo-(-wish! mo-q-wash!” (4 bear! a bear!!).  Riley
deew his hatehot, and as the bew's hoad appowred, strock her a powerful  blow with
the edie of the weapon, burying il in her brains.  She weighed over 400 pounds, and
furnished uderinl For” o continuons fenst,  The Indians oive nuimes to the whites (o eor-
respond with some habit or to comuemorato soue gift.  The elder Mr. Wells they callod mo-
s {henr), hecause he was o hunter of that animal. Abean Wells, was cwwo-fe-chee {poreu-
puieh e Lad given them a poreupine, the flesh of wlhich they relish.  Anthony Wells was
mifshct-evade (10l William Wells, wahacoecash (deery; Mre, Weleh, mws-co-duirse {Indian hile
or clateing), fron tho fael that he bought land on which there was an Indian fietd, on which
there wore boaving apple drees when the whites arrivod. Ritey afterwand rotivad to the Suwe-
oy cawatry, where o died in 1862,

TS tirst wito wis bariod on lund sinee known as the' Fitz Patrick” plaee, and s the rowds

canwe o bestraightoned wod worked, her bady was exhuwed and stolon away., Oneof the chiofs

ol s tribeey Meacompte, went to Englind provions (o this tine al performed the Teat of shoot-
g anapple hebd in the ingers ol one of e yoyat Buaily, with his ciflo Plo balfet picrewd the
apple, amd tho hand was nnharl. Pip se o, an Dndian well known (o e sobllers o Macomb,
wbso mnde oo visit to Lhe same cornbry. e wis g man of groab specidh and skill in wreestling, kis
principal fead being to run to a stuke ten rods away and rotarn bofors u horse and rider could
make the liko trip.  This Indinn is still Jiving in Isabolla Connty.

The next family in the place was that of Potter, then Welch, Moore, Slater, ete.  The first
death was that of Bird, the first school teachor, who was buried in a lot a little south of the
Congregationa] Chureh, which Mr. Wells had designed for a cemetery.
Eaton wus the next to be buried Liers.
still lies where it was placed.

In tho winter of 1830-87, an Indian went out hunting and did not return., A heavy snow
storm pravailing at the time, obliterated all trace of him, and although a thorough search was -
made, he could not be found. One day in spring, 1887, as Hartford Phillips was piloting a
fow Jumbermen through the woods, a gun was discovered standing by a tree, and near by the '
body of the missing Indian, erushed beneath the fallen tree, which he had chopped down. The -
Tndians identified the body and buried it. "Three years later, the lttle settlement was ealled to
wourn its first fatal accident—the death of Anthony Wells. About this time Carleton Sabin »
purchased of Wells the 80.acre Jot on which the southwest corner of the village is located, and -
lots were generally sold over the plat. It was discovered that an excellent waler-power ex..
isted here, which was developed in 1840 by Oel Rix and Dr. Sabin. The latter built a saw.
nill, while the former built & flouring mill.  The nearost post offico wis six miles distant, at
Phillip Cudworth’s; but now the Memphians sought for an office of their own, which they did
not sncceed in obtaining until eight yoars later, The naming of the village was then taken up.
Belle River pussos throngh the northern portion of the villago, and so some of the inhabitants
urged the adoption of the name * Belloviow,” others, who admired James G. Birney and his
parly, desired it should bo named “ Birney,” while others urged the name “ Riley,” in houor of
the Indiun chiof who resided thore.  T'he name Memphis was sugrested at length and adopted,

The first physician was Dr. Subin, who came in 1844, and remained thers until 1854, He
was succownded in practice by Dr. Cole.

The first religions serviees hold in the “ Wells settioment ® was at the house of Mr,Wells,
and was condueted by Mrs. Chilson, whose son now lives in tho village.  This woman was a
member of the Methodist Lipiseopal Church, asd having the ability to address an awndience in
publie, she thought herself callod to prewsching. which she did on many oecastons.  This wag
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BARLY LAND BUYERS, {
3 The land buyers of 1836 were Stepbon H. Web, William Blakely, Oliver Tuttle, Supply v }

» Theo. Romeyn, George 1. Hand, James Xdgerly, Gaorge Whiting, Jacob Winter-
L, Moses N. Griswnld, John Liown, Jereminh Thorp, Nathan Thorp, Justin Corey,

et e

les Sherritt, Ira Dabeoel, Willinm Butler, R. Seaman, Edward Smith, J. O. Chittenden, v
th and Elizabeth Hubbard, Alex. Henry, Ann M. Kendrick, William Dunu, J. C. Roberts, -

iel Maginnis, Tiliza Aun Hart. Josiah Snow, Julius Day, John LoClair, Andrew Youngs, . Py
D. Walsh, J. Eldrick, David Mansfield, William Wells, Israol Amsboy, Jeremiah Thorp, N PO
ediak Welder, R. McMullan, Isaac Garfield, Dslos Conklin, Charles Chartrand, Otho Bell, i
L. W. Wilcox, Lyman Grauger, Andrew Sutherland, Levi Parsons, Charles Collins, A. G. ‘7 gf
guderbilt, W. H. Whipple, J. L. Lathrop, William Dake, Jucob Winn, N. Tallmage, Henry : Cd
# V. R. Hankins, Benjamin Thornton, Syl. DeLand, Susan Thompson, Sarah Francis, and i

paniol Hewitt, . Chawmbnorlain, Ransom Hullier, Lucius Qakes.

SUPERVISORS.

'Oel Rix, 1842; Amasa 8. Welch, 1843; John Lown, 1844-45; Amasa 8. Welch, 18406-47; John i f : 51‘
own, 1848; John P, Gleeson, 1849); A. S. Welch, 1850; Heury Rix, 1851-58; Oel Rix, 1854; S ‘ ’
mry Rixz, 1855 Oel Rix. 1856; Hera Hazen, 1857-50; A, S. Welch, 1860, Ezra Hazen, 186164 = ‘1

s

ey Rix, 1805-66: Fzra Hazon, 1887; William Raton, i868; Eazra Hazen, 1869; William
ton, 1870; Constant Simmonds, 1871-82.
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: JUSTICES O THE PEAUE.
- Daniel Hewitt, 1839; Hugh Grogg, 1840; John Grinell, 1841; Johu Lown, 1842; Daniel
witt, 1843; Trastus W, Cross, 183445 John Grinnetl, 1845; John Liown, 1846; Daniel Hew-
4 1847 Harry Rix, 1518: Nicholns Meyers. 1948; Henry Rix, 1844); Robert Stowart, 3
0; Azel Day, 1831: George WV, Chilson, 1853; Henry Rix, 1853; Josiah G. Gooding, o
f

'

i1854; George W. Chilson, 1855; T Hazen, 1857-73. B. Ramsay, 1857; Henry Rix, 1853;
o House, 18664 Francis Hewitt, 1860; George W, Chilson, 1860-6+4; Sherman Bishop.
862, William Baton. 1808, Joseph H. Dutton, 1868; Benjamin Filker, 18735 Hoenry
ansfield, 1874, Aaron Stoker, 1873 700 Potor Cantine, 18756 Fara Hazen, 1877: Henry (.
fansticld, 1875; Poler Cantine, 1879: Martin Ellenwood, 1880; Iz Hazen, 18%1: Poter,
Tolay, 1581; Constant Simmeons, 1892,
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MEMPITIR,
Memphis was seldTod i1 19385, 01 meorporated as avillage in (863 In 18795, jls popudntion
ms stabed fo be SO0, while af present it is only GO0, Phis villnge s pret(ily Jocated on Bella L !
siver,on Uhe fine beltweon Macomb aned SLClaiy Conndies, twendy.seven miles northenst of Mount ;
Sllemens, fwenty-two miles sonthwest of Port Huron, seven miles north of Richmond, and ;
bout the same distanee northeast of Armada, There are three churches in the village, viz.: ;
Ihe Congregational. Methodist and Adventist, with a graded schoo!, i :
The first effort to roclaim the land now oceupied by the village of Memphis was made by { ;

e Wells family, one membor of which still lives just novth of the village.  James Waolls, the
uther, was born in Albany. in 1772, a deseendant of one of two brothers who emigrated from
ngiand and settled in New York shortly prior to the war of the Revolution. His family con-
istedd of three sons and three dangliters, of whom one son and one daughler are living. Their .
puse, & comfortable log ene, covered with shingles, was the first slructure of any kind to sne-
ted the wigwams of the Indians, and in good old pioneer style, for all purposes of hospitality i

for meetings, the “latch strine was always out.” The family ;had dealings to consid- ‘ ;:
able extent and learned muel of thoir ways and bear testimony that in nearly all instances L& %1
bey were honest in their dealings and faithful in their promises.  Ispecial mention is made of '
o good qualities of John Tiley, the Chippewn chief, His family and that of Black Cloud
ith sore others were leading spirits among them. At this time ( 1835}, the former owned a : i
wvact of land granted by Government, at what is now Port Huron,on the sonth of Blaek River, "
#guly two houses, one Ing and one frame, wern to bo seon at that point.  John Riley was born 1 ¥
@1 tho Mohawk Valley, of a German father and Indian mother, and possessed greater intolli.
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