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RILEY TOWNSHIP BOARD - REGULAR MEETING 
Held on February 10th, 2026 at 7:00 pm 

Located at 13016 Belle River Road, Riley, Michigan 48041 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 

- Meeting called to order by Supervisor Cook at 7:00 p.m.  
- Pledge of Allegiance  

ROLL CALL: 

Present:   Supervisor Martin Cook, Clerk Patricia Gondert, Treasurer Susan Hudema-Evans, 

Trustee Mark Baranowski and Trustee Duane Hagle 

Other Officials Present: Deputy Clerk Dawn Behem, Deputy Treasurer Dawn Sawicki-Franz, 
 Building Inspector Doug Wendland 

GUEST SPEAKERS: None 

Adoption or Amendment of AGENDA for February 10th, 2026- Changes / Additions: Include Re-

appointment of Planning Commission members. Add New Business #4 Deputy Clerk Accounting 

Pay. 

I move to adopt the agenda for the February 10, 2026 regular meeting as amended. 

It was moved by member Cook, seconded by member Hagle to amend the agenda for the 

February 10, 2026 regular meeting as amended.  All in Favor, motion carried 

I move to approve the consent agenda as presented.  

RTB Meeting minutes for 1-13-2026, Treasurer Bank Summary Report as of 01-31-2026; January 2026 

Accounts Payable on the amount of $32,360.50, January Payroll Report in the amount of $15,867.32, 

Tax Checks in the amount of $1,216,020.41, Approved Budget Report, Budget Amendment Requests, 

Bond Refund Requests in the amount of $3500, and two Bond Extension Requests. 

It was moved by member Hudema-Evans, supported by member Hagle to approve the consent 

agenda as presented. 

ROLL CALL: Cook _Y__, Gondert _ Y__, Hagle _ Y__, Hudema-Evans _ Y__, Baranowski _ Y__ 

5 – Ayes,  0 – Nays, Motion carried. 

TOWNSHIP NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

→ Township office will accept Winter Taxes without penalty on Tuesday February 17th from 9-3 

pm. Treasurer will have office hours on Monday, March 2, 2026 from 9 to 5 to accept tax 

payments before going to county. 

→ Annual Public Hearing Special Assessment for Fire Protection will be held on Tuesday, March 

10th, 2026 at 7 pm at Riley Township Hall 

→ Annual Budget Hearing and Annual Meeting of Electors will be held on Tuesday, March 24th, 2026 

at 7 pm at Riley Township Hall 

→ Verified the Taxable Value Review for the 2025 Statutory Revenue Sharing program at 

$163,656,845. 

→ Mileage Rate for 2026 is 72.5 cents per mile 

→ March Board of Review will be on Tuesday March 10th and Thursday March 12th. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Parks and Recreation: – Fall Festival entertainment budget and request deposit be paid for Chamberlin 

Ponies, Appoint a new member to committee. 

→ Motion to appoint Justine Shannon to the Park and Recreation commission as presented 

made by Cook, seconded by Hagle. All in favor, motion carried. 

→ Motion to approve the total entertainment budget for the Fall Festival in the amount of $1745 
and to pay a deposit in the amount of $160 for Chamberlin Pony Rides, made by Baranowski, 
seconded by Hudema-Evans. Discussion: Estimates for Food costs will be made closer to event. 
Roll Call: Aye-5, Nay-0; Motion carried. 

Planning Commission: Presented annual review. Three public hearings coming up for Barrett Well Site 
Plan, Aquilina Furniture & Antiques Store and Sec. 603- Special Approval Uses. Elected Officers for 
2026, appointed members to the commission. Asked the board if they wanted to consider review of 
River Conservatory Zoning- not at this time.  

→ Motion to appoint Kim Budnicjk and Dave Rushing to the Planning and Zoning commission for 
a three-year term to begin 2/17/2026 made by Cook, seconded by Hagle. All in favor, motion 
carried. 

Zoning Board of Appeals: No meeting held. 

Building Department: Annual report shows 191 new permits were issued, 14 were new home permits for 

a total billing of $60,737.60. 

Ordinance Enforcement: Burgess Road is filed with the court.  

Roads: Road Commission annual meeting coming up February 17th. Bridge on Braidwood will be next big 

expense, about 5 years away- 3.4 million anticipated cost with 40-60 thousand township cost. 

Supervisor is working on application process to get funds for bridge replacement. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

1. Comcast: expecting higher franchise fee as residents sign up- received quarterly check for $524 . 

2. Add Golf Outing Flyer to Assessment Notices: Would cost $400-$500 to add, decided against.  

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Emmett Fire Contract: Supervisor will discuss increase and bring to March meeting 

2. Fire Run Billing Proposal from Memphis FD: Memphis D will bill insurance companies on behalf 

of township for non-resident fire runs. 

→ Motion to accept the Run Billing Proposal from Memphis Fire Department to handle all billing 
of insurance companies with 25% of collections going to the township as presented made by 
Gondert, seconded by Baranowski. Roll Call: Ayes – 4, Nays – 0, Abstain- 1, motion carried. 

3. Renewal of Flag Service: Annual renewal is $695.00 and keeps our flags looking good. 

→ Motion to approve the Annual Flag Service Renewal by Rocket Enterprise in the amount of 
$695 made by Cook, seconded by Hudema-Evans. Roll Call: Ayes – 5, Nays – 0, motion carried. 

4. Payment to Deputy Clerk for accounting services in rectifying bank reconciliations: 

→ Motion to compensate the deputy clerk at a one-time payment of $962.50 made by Gondert, 

seconded by Baranowski. Roll Call: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, motion carried. 

5. MTA Principles of Governance Pledge:  

→ Motion to adopt the MTA Principles of Governance as an official policy made by Cook, 

seconded by Hagle. All in favor / opposed, motion carried/denied 
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6. Township Insurance Policy Annual Renewal:  

→ Motion to approve Nickel & Saph Property and Casualty Insurance Renewal Proposal at a 

cost of $22,239 which includes Cyber coverage but excludes Terrorism coverage made by 

Cook, seconded by Hagle. Discussion: Cyber coverage was added for the first time. Roll Call: 

Ayes – 5, Nays – 0, motion carried. 

7. 2026/2027 Budget Proposed: Will have tentative budget available in the office and on website 

for review before budget meeting on March 24, 2026 

8. Resignation of FOIA Coordinator: Received resignation letter from the FOIA Coordinator, Clerk 

will perform duties till new appointment is made. 

→ Motion to accept resignation of the FOIA coordinator made by Cook, seconded by Hudema-

Evans. All in favor, motion carried. 

→ Motion to appoint Patricia Gondert as FOIA Coordinator until further notice made by Cook, 

Seconded by Hudema-Evans. Roll Call: Ayes- 4, Nays -0, Abstain- 1 motion carried. 

9. Extra Meeting Pay for Trustees: Correction to Resolution #2025-7 extra meeting pay should be 

$225 for any additional meetings throughout the year. 

→ Motion to approve any extra meeting pay for Trustees at $225 for the balance of 2025-2026 
Fiscal Year made by Cook, seconded by Hudema-Evans. Roll Call: Ayes-_, Nays-_; Motion 
carried/ denied 

10. Annual Meeting Schedules:  

→ Motion to accept meeting schedules as presented made by Cook, seconded by Baranowski. 

All in favor, motion carried. 

11. Annual Resolutions: 

a. #2026-03 Township Office Hours & Closure Dates for 2025/2026: Motion to adopt Resolution 

# 2026-03 for Township Office Hours and Closure Dates made by Cook, seconded by 

Baranowski.  Roll Call: Aye- 5, Nay- 0; Motion carried. 

b. #2026-04 Paid Holiday Non-Productive Hours: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-04 for Paid 

Holidays and Non-Productive Hours for Regular Office Staff made by Cook, seconded by 

Baranowski.  Roll Call: Aye- 5, Nay- 0; Motion carried. 

c. #2026-05 Salary of the Township Supervisor: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-05 for 

Township Supervisor $19,220 annual salary made by Hagle, seconded by Hudema-Evans.  Roll 

Call: Aye- 5, Nay-0; Motion carried. 

d. #2026-06 Salary of the Township Treasurer: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-06 for 

Township Treasurer $21,537 annual salary made by Hagle, seconded by Baranowski.  Roll Call: 

Aye- 5, Nay- 0; Motion carried. 

e. #2026-07 Salary of the Township Clerk: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-07 for Township 

Clerk $23,484 annual salary made by Hagle, seconded by Baranowski.  Roll Call: Aye- 5, Nay- 

0; Motion carried. 

f. #2026-08 Salary of the Township Trustees: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-08 for 

Township Trustees $2,781 annual salary, and $225 per additional (above 1 per month) board 

meeting made by Cook, seconded by Hudema-Evans.  Roll Call: Aye- 5, Nay- 0; Motion carried. 

g. #2026-09 Retirement Benefits: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-09 Retirement Benefits 

for Elected Officials, Appointed Officials and Regular Personnel made by Hagle, seconded by 

Baranowski.  Roll Call: Aye- 5, Nay- 0; Motion carried. 



R i l e y  T o w n s h i p  B o a r d  -  R e g u l a r  M e e t i n g  –  F e b r u a r y  1 0 t h ,  2 0 2 6  

P a g e  - 4 - | 4 

h. #2026-10 Compensation & Wages: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-10 Compensation and 

Wages for Appointed Officials and Personnel as amended and then presented made by Hagle, 

seconded by Baranowski.  Roll Call: Aye- 5, Nay- 0; Motion carried. 

i. #2026-11 Business Expense Reimbursement: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-11 for 

Business Expense Reimbursements made by Hagle, seconded by Baranowski.  Roll Call: Aye- 

5, Nay- 0; Motion carried. 

j. #2026-12 Established Fee Schedule: Motion to adopt Resolution # 2026-12 for the 

Established Fee Schedule after amendments and as presented made by Hagle, seconded by 

Cook.  Roll Call: Aye- 5, Nay- 0; Motion carried. 

k. #2026-13 Poverty Exemption Guidelines:   Motion to accept 2026 Government Guidelines 

and adopt Resolution # 2026-13 made by Cook, seconded by Gondert.  Roll Call: Aye- 5, Nay- 

0; Motion carried.  

PUBLIC COMMENT - Citizens Wishing to Address the Board:  Citizen asked about a moratorium on data 
centers, it is being looked at the planning commission. Citizen asked about the increase to next year’s    
budget, final figures aren’t in yet.    
 

COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEE’S NOT ALREADY ADDRESSED: Received information about 

a data center looking to locate in Wales and Riley township. Will monitor. 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULED:  March 10th, 2026 at 7:00 pm at Riley Township Hall 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn at 8:17 pm made by Hagle, seconded by Baranowski. All in favor, 
motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted by Patricia Gondert, Recording Clerk 

 


